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Baptism Procedure for a Child 

Welcome! 

Whether they come to us through birth or adoption, children are a great blessing from the Lord.  

As we welcome children into our lives’ we also welcome them into the life of the Church and into 

the life of grace through baptism. 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

“Holy baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to life in the Spirit, and the 

door which gives access to the sacraments” (Catechism of the Catholic Church; CCC 1213).  

Baptism is the first of the three sacraments of initiation which include Confirmation and Holy 

Communion.  Though baptism may never be repeated, it is part of a Christian’s daily life – dying 

with Christ to sin and rising up with Christ to holiness.  

 

Raising Catholic Children 

In order for our children to receive the sacrament of baptism, there must be a well-founded 

hope that they will be brought up in the Catholic faith (Code of Canon Law, canon 868).  Parents 

are obligated to bring their baptized children to Holy Mass every week and on other holy days of 

obligation, to make sure they receive Catholic Religious Education, and that they receive the 

sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation, and Holy Communion.  Parents should also 

remember that they are the primary teachers of their children in regard to the Catholic faith and 

in passing on Catholic values (canon 774). 

 

Parish Membership 

Parents must be registered members of our parish, attending Mass on a regular basis and 

otherwise practicing their faith prior to baptizing their children. 

 

Appointment with the Priest 

To request baptism of their child, parents are asked to make an appointment to meet with the 

priest.  Note:  For children over 7 years of age the preparation will be different from that for 

baptism of an infant.   Please call Fr Bart at 697-1912 or contact him by email at 

paduapriest@gmail.com. 

 

Baptism Preparation Class 

Parents are required to listen to audio talks on baptism prior to having their child baptized.  This 

requirement may be waived if parents have taken the class within the previous 3 years. 



Godparents 

Parents must choose at least one godparent for their children and can have no more than two.  

If two are chosen, one must be male and the other female.  Godparents not only take vows at 

the baptism ceremony to assist the parents in raising the child Catholic, it is also their duty to 

make a concerted effort to be involved in the spiritual growth of the child, by their works and 

their example.  Therefore, Church law requires that godparents be people who are living the 

Catholic faith and meet the following qualifications (canon 874). 

1. They should be at least 16 years old. 

2. They must be Catholics who have received baptism, confirmation, and Holy Communion. 

3. They must lead a life in harmony with the Catholic faith, including weekly attendance at 

Holy Mass.   

4. If they are married, they must be married in the Catholic Church (not in civil union or 

cohabitating).  If they are divorced, they must not have been remarried without an 

annulment of the first marriage. 

5. Parents may not serve as godparents to their own child. 

 

Proxies for Godparents 

If godparents are not able to attend the baptism ceremony, proxies may be designated to stand 

in for them at the ceremony. 

 

Non-Catholic Witnesses 

If only one godparent is chosen, parents may ask a baptized person of a non-Catholic Christian 

church to serve as a witness to the ceremony, along with a godparent.  Fallen away Catholics may 

not serve as witnesses.   

 

Infant Baptism Checklist: 

✓ Met with the Priest 

✓ Turned in Parish Registration Form  

✓ Completed Baptism Audio Class 

✓ Turned in Baptism Enrollment Form 

✓ Turned in Godparent(s) Form(s) 


